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Dedication 

 

This book of letters is dedicated to lovers 

everywhere especially those who found the 

loves of their lives while serving in the 

United States Navy. 

 

 

 



 

Introduction 

My mother Jeanette passed away in February of 2016.  Among her 

effects we found 60 love letters from her then fiancé Maurice.  They 

first met quite by accident.  Dad was on leave and visiting his parents on 

their farm just south of Ft. Collins, CO.  He decided to visit his 

girlfriend Lynne in town.  He went to her door only to find that she was 

just leaving on vacation.  So as Maurice and Lynne’s roommate Jeanette 

were waving goodbye to Lynne,  he said to Jeanette something like “So 

then why don’t you and I go out this evening?”  The rest is history.  The 

last of these pre-marital letters was written just 12 days before Pearl 

Harbor was attacked by the Japanese. 

The letters clearly demonstrate that my father was madly in love with 

my mom.   This was likely not an uncommon emotion from a sailor or 

soldier separated from the love of their life.  Aside from that the letters 

give a very personal account of a 25 year old Navy sailor’s life and the 

times in which they lived. 

The letters are published as actually written and as you will see even as 

a “southpaw” my father had quite legible handwriting.  Each letter is 

included as if it is a chapter in the book.  The Pan AM Clipper Air Mail 

letters are written on onion skin paper so the backside writing shows 

through somewhat.   Enjoy this window into past of a very unique time 

in our history. 

Gary Emanuel 

September 2016 



 

 

8 August 1941 

On The Challenger Train 

Letter #1 

 

This first letter was written on the train from Cheyenne, WY to 

Long Beach, CA while Maurice was returning from leave sailing 

back to his Navy Base at Pearl Harbor in Hawaii.  This letter 

was written the day after their first date - love at first sight. 

 















 

 

 

18 August 1941 

At sea aboard the U.S.S. San Francisco 

Letter #2 

 

This is Maurice’s first letter written to Jeanette on board his ship 

bound for his duty station in Honolulu, HI. He expresses his 

newfound longing for Jeanette as his mates also for their ladies.   

 











 

 

 

26 August 1941 

Aboard The U.S.S. San Francisco at sea. 

Letter #3 

 

In this letter Maurice explains to Jeanette why the ship was 

delayed in arriving in Honolulu.  His ship received an SOS from 

a seagoing tug and in the rescue they battled seas with 80 MPH 

winds. 

 















 

 

 

27 August 1941 

At sea 

Letter #4 

 

Maurice shares thoughts about his wee hours radio operator shift 

and enjoying stateside radio music to minimize the boredom.  

He looks forward to finally arriving in Honolulu. 

 







 

 

 

31 August 1941 

At sea 

Letter #5 

 

Maurice expresses in many ways how he longs to be again with 

Jeanette.  The big news is writing a “breaking up” letter to 

former girlfriend Lynne.  He shares about finances and drinking 

less. 

 











 

 

 

3 September 1941 

Pearl Harbor, Territory of Hawaii (T.H) 

Letter #6 

 

Maurice longs to get letters but knows there is a delay since 

Jeanette is on vacation.  Letters will more often be going by 

Clipper since is so much faster than steamer although more 

expensive. 

 











 

 

 

4 September 1941 

Pearl Harbor, Territory of Hawaii 

Letter #7 

 

Maurice decides he prefers sending his letters via Clipper Air 

Mail since it is considerably faster than ship.  He encourages 

Jeanette to not be concerned with his dropping old girlfriend 

Lynne.  He is transferring from the USS San Francisco to the 

USS Minneapolis. 

 











 

 

 

8 September 1941 

In port aboard the USS Minneapolis 

at Pearl Harbor, T.H. 

 Letter #8  

 

Maurice laments a lag in letter deliveries from Jeanette.  He 

shares about his recreational activities with her and takes pride 

in drinking less and participating more in healthy activities. 

 











 

 

 

11 September 1941 

In port aboard the USS Minneapolis 

at Pearl Harbor, T.H. 

 Letter #9  

 

Maurice dashes off a “short” letter just prior to going out to sea. 

He discusses Lynne’s response to his “Dear Jane” letter.  The 

song “Daddy” continues to remind him of them together. 

 







 

 

 

11 September 1941 

Pearl Harbor, T.H. 

Letter #10 

 

Maurice expresses annoyance over their letters crossing in the 

mail.  Lynne wrote him a letter before she got his to her about 

breaking off their relationship. He stresses over how she will 

take the news. 

 











 

 

 

13 September 1941 

At sea on the USS Minneapolis 

Letter #11 

 

Maurice types his letter since the typewriter is close at hand.  He 

explains how the ship “watches” work.  He shares what happens 

in a typical day in the life of a sailor.  He shares thoughts on 

stateside music he hears on the radio. 

 









 

 

 

14 September 1941 

At sea on the USS Minneapolis 

Letter #12 

 

Maurice continues discussions about life at sea and deep 

feelings for Jeanette.  Shared about ship gunnery practice and 

looking forward to comparing tans. 

 













 

 

 

17 September 1941 

at sea 

  Letter #13 

 

Maurice shares what he has told his family about the two of 

them.  He asks about her family of which he knows very little at 

this point.  The challenge of her not being of the Catholic Faith 

is considered. 

 













 

 

 

19 September 1941 

  Pearl Harbor, T.H. 

  Letter #14 

 

Back in port now Maurice discusses about being a Navy wife 

and re-enlistment  possibilities.  He continues talk about Jeanette 

coming to Honolulu for the wedding. 

 











 

 

 

23 September 1941 

Pearl Harbor, T.H. 

  Letter #15 

 

Maurice continues discussions about Jeanette’s coming to 

Hawaii for their wedding and shares thoughts on their living 

there. 

 












